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of the rest of the Council. Why they did not or why they assumed a
power of acting by themselves, a power no ways delegated to them, must
appear extraordinary to every impartial judge. I must here again observe
that the utmost efforts of Newaugees Mahmud Cawn's Begum was to pre-
serve her gallant and wealth; neither was it ever imagined that a loose,
abandoned, old woman would be able to stand in competition for the Govern-
ment with Surageet Doulet.
4.   The 7th paragraph of Mr. Holwell's letter requires no  answer.   In
the 8th he mentions that the taking of Gayree8 by His Majesty's squadron,
and the naval strength of the English in India, was the occasion of much
speculation at the Durbar.   This, tho' I resided at Cossimbuzar and had cons-
tant intercourse with the most considerable Durbar officers, I never heard of,
and I am confident from the many conversations I have had with them, that
scarce any but a few merchants knew who Angria* was and even those who
had heard of his name mentioned him with the utmost contempt as a needy
robber.   I, likewise, never heard that our having sixteen ships of war and a
strong land force coming to Bengal ever gained belief at the Durbary and
any person who knows the nature of these eastern people, how incurious and
indolent they are, must be sensible how little they trouble themselves with
occurrences and affairs  that happen beyond their own province.
5.       In answer to the 9th, 10th and llth paragraphs, I must say it might
have been possibly better if we had answered the Nabob's perwannah as poli-
tickly as the Frerich did.
6.   With regard to the letters mentioned in  the   12th  paragraph,  few
reached us; that in relation to enquiring of the Nabob's ministers whether
his intentions were to extort a sum of money from us never did.
7.   The letter of the 1st of June   mentions   not  Roydulub,  one   of   the
Nabob's ministers, but only a jemmadar of his, who might very probably be
mistaken in his intelligence.   However, in the circumstances we were in, we
thought it incumbent on us to transmit every particular we heard.
8.   The small resistance they were able to make in Calcutta, where their
numbers and all kinds of military stores were above ten times more than that
what we had, besides the advantage of shipping to retire to, proves, I think,
evidently how greatly the five captains were mistaken in their opinion of the
defencibleness of Cossimbuzar.   Our whole garrison, according to our muster
rolls, consisted of only 51 or 52 men, six of which were sick, and of the re-
mainder there were not above twenty Europeans and those most undisciplined
Dutchmen, the rest being topasses on whom little or no dependance could be
put.   With this force, we had orders to resist an army of thirty thousand men
who had possession of all the houses round us, which commanded the bastions ;
arid after we could defend the place no longer, we were to make the best retreat
in our power, a retreat of above a hundred miles over land,  through an
enemy's country, and in the face of so large an army, fqr neither boats or
dandies could we expect to procure in those circumstances or, if we could, the
rivej: was too shallow to proceed down against so large a force, it being in many
places not above two feet deep.   This letter we never received; if we had, we
should have submitted to the directions there given, notwithstanding tfie appa-
rent preposterousnes$ of them.